
IMPORTANT
DATES

Teacher Workday
SEPTEMBER 16

3rd Grade Voyage
Science is Fun
SEPTEMBER 21

Interims
SEPTEMBER 22

Early Release
SEPTEMBER 24

Back to School Picnic
SEPTEMBER 29

THE EXPEDITION
Magellan Charter School

SEPTEMBER 2021

4th Grade Voyage
Ronald McDonald House

OCTOBER 8

Dear  Mariner  Families ,

As  the  new  Head  of  School ,  I 'm  excited  about  our  expedition
for  the  21-22  school  year .  Despite  the  ongoing  challenges  of

COVID ,  i t  has  been  wonderful  having  our  students  and

families  back  in  the  building  as  we  settle  into  a  new

normalcy .  

Our  init ial  focus  during  the  f irst  six  weeks  of  school  has  been

building  a  strong  community  of  learners  where  every  student

feels  a  sense  of  belonging  and  aff irmation .  From  Morning

Meetings  to  mindfulness  techniques ,  check- ins ,  and

individual  conferences ,  we 're  working  hard  to  support

students ’  social-emotional  learning ,  while  continuing  to

nurture  their  academic  development .  

This  year ,  as  we  celebrate  25  years  of  excellence  at  Magellan

Charter  School ,  our  theme  will  be  “The  Journey  to  Genius ,

Guided  by  Joy . ”  We  are  ful ly  committed  to  guiding  every

student  on  a  challenging  intellectual  journey  with

opportunities  for  fun  and  laughter  along  the  way .  We  want  to

promote  a  growth  mindset  as  we  set  lofty  goals ,  and  give

grace  when  the  result  is  “not  yet ! ”  Most  importantly ,  we  want

our  students  to  LOVE  learning  -  that  is  our  f inal  destination

for  this  school  year  and  beyond .

Join  me  as  we  embark  on  this  amazing  journey  and  show  our

Mariner  Pride  in  promoting  our  core  values  of  respect ,

responsibil ity ,  and  integrity .  I  look  forward  to  getting  to

know  you  and  your  children  throughout  the  year !

Warmest  regards ,

Jessica  O ’Donovan

Fall  Break
OCTOBER 11-15

It 's  Up To Us Campaign
OCTOBER 8



6TH GRADE
VOYAGE TO
DURANT
NATURE PARK

Marking the first Voyage for

Magellan since the

pandemic began, the 6th

grade team visited Durant

Nature Park last month. 

 Students took their Science

lessons out of the classroom

for some hands-on

experiential learning.  They

had fun while engaging in

educational and team

building activities, learning

about habitats and exploring

local ecosystems.  Students

simulated energy movement

through an ecosystem

through several role-play

games and fished for living

creatures in the lake. They

then created a water

pollution profile based on

the types of organisms

collected. The Voyage ended

with a cookout lunch

provided by parents.  

The following week students

studied lake water protists in

art and viewed their own

pond water samples through

a microscope.  They each

then created their own

protist painting using

watercolors, which allowed

students to attempt a watery

background in pond-like

shades. 

Voyages
 

bring joy to the journey of academic excellence

 

"It was good to finally 
get going with voyages.

It was fun to see what we 
caught in the nets, and the

food was awesome!"
-Jackson W.



4TH GRADE
VOYAGE TO
THE NC ZOO

"It was so fun! 

I really liked the

bees, gorillas, 

and cougars!”

-Ella E.

Voyages
 

are an integral part of Magellan's dynamic curriculum

Visiting the North

Carolina Zoo marked the

first Magellan Voyage for

our 4th grade students!

Students spent the day

journeying from North

America to Africa as they

observed a range of

species. Each student was

challenged to find and

make close observations

of the animal they will be

researching for their

upcoming ZooSeum

project. 

In addition to this, each group

worked to complete a

scavenger hunt focusing on a

variety of animal adaptations

and the usefulness of each

adaptation. Thank you to our

parent volunteers who

chaperoned this fun field trip!



OUR FIRST MONTH
OF SCHOOL

grade team also offered an

in-person option so that

families who are new to

Magellan could have the

opportunity to learn more

about our school

community in a face-to-

face environment.

Thank you to our families

and staff for successful

Open House events.  Our

4th-8th grade teams

facilitated virtual open

house meetings for families

that were informative and

helpful.  In addition to a

virtual open house, our 3rd 

OPEN HOUSE

From art projects and science

experiments to group

collaborations and team building

activities, our Mariners are off to a

highly productive school year! In

addition to engaging in daily

experiential learning, students have

also enjoyed time outdoors for

lunch and recess where they can

safely connect with old friends and

make some new ones!



As Mariners, we strive every day

to be people of character and

to demonstrate our core

values: respect, responsibility,

and integrity. 

Throughout the school year we

will be honoring students who

exemplify our core values.  Our

first focus will be on Respect.  

Respect is acting in a way that

shows we care about the

feelings of others. It's treating

others with courtesy and

kindness.  We want Magellan

to be a place in which respect

is a part of everything we say

and do.

CHARACTER
RECOGNITION

Building 
Resilience 

 

All students face everyday challenges such

as an argument with a friend or leaving

one’s homework at home. Other students

face more serious challenges such as family

illness or the death of a loved one. By

building resilience in our children, we arm

them with the ability to bounce back

during or after these difficult times. Parent

support is a key building block for

resilience. Click here to read further about

the skills needed to build resilience. 

These two recipients show

support to their classmates,

appreciation to their teachers,

and are always happy to help

out.

Congratulations to Graham and

Axel. Thank you for always

showing Mariner Pride!

This month the Respect
Award goes to 8th grader

Graham P. and 7th grader Axel

H. for going above and beyond

when it comes to showing

respect and kindness in all

areas of our school.

Counselor
C O N N E C T I O N

Mental Health vs Mental Illness
Do You Know the Difference?

We all have mental health! As defined by

the CDC, mental health is “our emotional,

psychological, and social wellbeing." Just

as with our physical health, maintaining

mental health is a daily process. The

terms mental health and mental illness

are not interchangeable. Mental health

implies an absence of illness, a healthy

state. A mental illness impacts a person’s

ability to “live, laugh, and love:” an illness

that impacts one’s ability to carry out

activities of daily living and maintain

healthy relationships. Click here to learn

more about the difference between

mental health and mental illness.

 

September is 
Suicide Prevention Month. 

Click here to learn more about 
risk factors, warning signs 

and protective factors.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/social-emotional-development/resilience-in-teens
https://www.mcleanhospital.org/essential/yes-there-big-difference-between-mental-health-and-mental-illness
https://afsp.org/risk-factors-protective-factors-and-warning-signs


 
open house

Investing
A S  A  V O L U N T E E R

When parents give their time, they're investing in our school in a

rewarding way to create a rich, dynamic learning environment

for our students. But it’s more than that: It creates a culture of

parent partnership, which has been a constant and sustaining

source of support for us for 25 years and is central to who we are.  

Magellan has always been fortunate to have families who seek

to support our students and staff.  We know our families will

continue to be pretty amazing – and we can’t wait to get to

know more of you this year as we revitalize our "normal" school

life. 

Please click here to learn more about the specific options for

how you can invest your time in the success of Magellan Charter

School. 

To all of our
volunteers...

 
THANK YOU!

One vital way we achieve our strong sense of community here at Magellan is through our families.

Parent engagement is a key aspect of being a member of the Magellan community and one of

the things that sets us apart from other charter schools..   

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/MagellanCharterSchool_1/itsuptous.html
https://magellancharterschool.org/volunteering-at-magellan/

